Salem Presbyterian Church
Sunday, May 31, 2015
1t Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery Organist: LaDonna Allenbaugh
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Prelude
Lighting of the Candles
Welcome & Prayer

Adkins Children

Call to Worship Psalm 29 494
*Hymn Blessed Assurance 255

Prayer of Confession God of lasting forgiveness, You are not surprised to find us
standing before Your throne once again, asking for Your forgiveness. It’s true,
Father: we have sinned again, in our thinking, in our doing, in our negligence, and
in our self-righteousness. We ask once more for Your persevering forgiveness.
God, we harbor an unfounded fear that, one day, Your grace will run out, that
Your forgiveness will be exhausted. But each time we come before You, You once
more welcome us with open arms. We do not understand why You love us so, but,
as a people in desperate need of salvation, we graciously accept what You offer.
Thank You for a forgiveness that has not failed and will never fail. In the Name of
Jesus Christ—who has forgiven all—we pray, Amen. (Take a moment of silent
confession).

*Assurance of Pardon

*Response Glory Be to the Father Inside Front Cover
Joys & Concerns of the Church

Prayers of the People

Prayer Response The Lord’s Prayer

Special Music Doris Price & Eileen Lucier

Scripture Reading

John 3:1-17 968
Romans 8:1-17 1029
A Time with the Children
*Hymn 29 Deemster
Sermon “No Condemnation” Rev. Thomas Emery

*Apostle’s Creed: | believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offertory Ushers will receive God'’s tithes and our offerings
*Response Praise God Inside Front Cover

*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness 40

*Taking the Light into the World
*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response Three Fold Amen Inside Back Cover

*Those who are able are invited to stand.
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The alter flowers are dedicated to the glory of God
by the Rex & Lisa Lloyd family.

Financial Update:

Needed WeekKly: $2,067.00 Needed to Date: $43,407.00
Rec’d 05-24-15: $6140.30 Rec’d to Date: $43686.01




Today:

05-31-15

9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Tuzz & Lizz Hobbs)
10:45 AM Adult Sunday School Class
Sunday: 06-07-15
9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Jeff & Kim Coil)
10:45 AM Adult Sunday School Class
Announcements:

You are invited to the Graduation Party for Andrew Emery today from 4:30 to
7:00 pm downstairs.

You are invited to the Graduation Party for Jordan Young on Saturday, June 6 at
the Lion’s Club building from 1-4 pm.

The 100" Gymanfa Ganu will be celebrated this year at Salem Church on Sunday
evening, September 6. If you have any ideas, photos, or information, please submit
to the church office or a member of the music committee. Jean Owen’s email address
is joytrips@watchtv.net

Vacation Bible School will be held on June 18 and 19, from 6:00 — 8:00 pm. Please
see Carol Emery if you are willing to volunteer your help!

Birthdays This Week:
6/2 Barb Owens

May 31, 2015

6/6 Cassy Emery

Anniversaries This Week:

6/2 Ron & Barb Owens

Rooted in our heritage and called into God’s future, we proclaim in new
ways the unchanging Good News of Jesus Christ in a changing world.

Salem Presbyterian Church
Venedocia, Ohio

Established 1848, Built 1898
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Prayer Concerns:

Brendan Daily (friend of Morgan Pugh)

Ralph Du Cheney (father of Stacia Profit)

Natalie Ellerbrock (Stacia Profit’s niece)

Jeannie Etzler (daughter of Warren Summersett)
Hope Eutsler (leukemia in remission)

Ralph Eversole (several conditions)

Judy Foust (knee surgery)

Bev Hefner (aunt of Jenny Pugh)

Jesse (seeking help from heroin addiction)

Margaret Keltner (in hospice — mother of Jan Jones)
Betty Lloyd

James Marshall (mysterious ailment)

Tina Mayes

Tim Morris (liver transplant)

Jean Owens (hip)

Stacia Profit (painful sciatic pinched nerve)

Aaron Ries (age 15, received a heart transplant — son of Bruce Ries)
Marjorie Rhoades (leg pains)

Aimee Schulte (friend of Sarah Kimmet)

Dave Slygh (organ transplant problems)

Taylar Stephens & Family

Tom Theobald (cancer in remission)

Tim (cancer — friend of Barb Good)

Steve West (son-in-law of Jeff & Marcia Pollock)
Haydn Williams (esophagus cancer treatment)
Noah Wyatt (recovering from surgery — son of Stuart Wyatt)
Norma Adams (diabetic issues)

Serving our Country:

Micah Linger

Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard)

Pete McCollow (U.S. Marine Corps)

Will Morrison (U.S. Army Reserves) deployed to Iraq

Rev. Thomas Emery
“No Condemnation” Romans 8:1-17
Salem Presbyterian Church
May 31, 2015

In our lectionary reading, we see Paul emphasizing that pursuing the “flesh” brings death,
while pursuing the Spirit brings life. For Paul, flesh is not just the body or sexuality. For
Paul, flesh describes the process by which we seek to answer the emptiness of our lives by
turning to the idols of the world in order to ease our anxieties. This process begins in us as
individuals long before we know anything about it. It is passed on to us through the culture
in which we live. How do we end up living in the power of the flesh, choosing death instead
of life? We have an awareness of our finitude and our dependency and our mortality; we
are aware of our limits and our dependency. We don't choose when we come into the world,
and we don't control when we leave the world. When anxiety of existence strikes us, as it
surely will and does daily, Paul tells us to refrain from fleeing from our anxiety by running
to the idols. He urges us to cry out "Abba" (Daddy), to ask God to preserve us and lift us
up.
TEACHING POINTS

Teaching Point One: Our sin nature is too strong for us.
Teaching Point Two: We can overcome our circumstances by God’s love.
Teaching Point Three: God reminds us who we are.

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE

So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong
to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death
(Romans 8:1-2 NLT).

ACTION POINT

We are asked to see a whole new way of living life. In the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, we are asked to hear some stunning and unbelievable Good News. God is the
source of all life. God knows all parts of us, all of our identity, and all of our idolatry. God
knows us and still wants us. God loves us and calls out to us to hear and receive and believe
the Good News. Paul's point is not to get us out of the world, but rather to get us back into
the world and deeper into ourselves as children of God, as authentic human beings. Pray
for God’s strength in living in this world.
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