
Salem Presbyterian Church      
Sunday, May 17, 2020, 6th Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery                      Organist: Connie O’Neill 

The flowers are given in honor of all mothers by Marylin Foust 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Candles  

Welcome & Prayer 

 

Call to Worship        Psalm 66:8-20         

 

*Hymn:    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                           36 

 

Prayer of Confession: God of the rainbow, You made a covenant with all 

creatures, promising life and hope. God of the living and the dead, You 

have power over all the universe. God of pathways, You show us how we 

should walk. Yet, we forget our connection with one another and think that 

we are the center of the universe. We wander from Your paths of truth into 

paths of deceit and pride. Forgive us and lead us back into the arms of 

Your love. We pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (Let us now have 

a moment of silence to offer our personal prayers of confession). 

Assurance of Pardon 

Response          Glory Be to the Father                Inside Front Cover 

 

Joys & Concerns of the Church 

Prayers of the People 

Prayer Response  The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Scripture Readings John 14:15-21                  983 

    Acts 17:22-31              1010 

    1 Peter 3:13-22            1105 

 

 

Time for Children 

 

*Hymn:   Christ Arose              138 

 

Sermon:  “Understanding the Three Days in the Grave”    Rev. Thomas Emery 

 

*Apostle’s Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 

Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Special Music  Shine Jesus Shine                          

 

Offertory –  Our tithes and offerings will be taken in the back of the church 

*Response   Praise God                                  Inside Front Cover 

 

*Hymn:   Cwm Rhondda                40 

 

*Taking the Light into the World   

*Charge and Benediction 

*Congregational Response  Three Fold Amen           Inside Back Cover 

 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Financial Update:  

Needed Weekly       $1,988.78         Needed to Date:       $37,786.79 

Rec’d 05-10-20         $4,818.00         Rec’d to Date:           $43,372.78 

 



Sunday:         05-17-20 

    9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Toby & Elizabeth Adkins) 

  10:45 AM Sunday School  

      11:30 PM                          Session Meeting 

 

Tuesday:         05-19-20 

    7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday:         05-24-20 

   9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Dave & Carla Breese) 

 10:45 AM Sunday School   

 

Announcements: 

 

Unfortunately, because of the Coronavirus regulations, we are not able to have the Memorial 

Day Ceremony in the park this month nor the Gymanfa Ganu for September. 

 

Our next Communion is scheduled for May 31, the Day of Pentecost. The Confirmation 

Class will also be presented to the Salem Congregation for Membership during the Service. 

 

The Adult Sunday School is looking at “Free Will” and our faith in a loving God. 

 

Please let us know if you are aware of high school or college graduates. We need photos and 

stories for the newsletter. Submit them to secretary@salemchurch.cc. 

 

Our Facebook pages are: “Salem Presbyterian Church Venedocia” for our Facebook Live 

Sermon posting and the Group Page is “Salem United Presbyterian Church” for spiritual  

churchwide discussions. Our shortrange FM station is FM 87.9 for the Venedocia area.  

 

Upcoming Birthdays   

17th-Mary Jane Haines 17th-Delayna Profit  17th-Stacia Profit 

18th-Ione Owens  19th-Holden Price  22nd-Dawson Kimmet 

23rd-Carolyn Girod  25th-Taylor Hoehn 

 

Upcoming Anniversaries   

19th-Bart & Rosemary Strick  20th-Mark & Missy Zielke 
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Prayer Concerns: 

Connie Bassett (breast cancer)  

Kyle Baxter (brain cancer) 

Marilyn Beamer (stroke) 

Warren (Punkin) Burnett 

Barry Coil (stroke) 

Kathy Comer 

Amy Cunningham (Fibromyalgia)  

John Davis (stroke) 

Cathy Donnal (leg surgery) 

Kent DuCheney (surgery) 

Aiden Ellerbrock(injuries from a fall)  

Betty Ellis (rapidly failing health) 

Catie Emery (nightmares) 

Rod Eutsler (hip surgery) 

Stephanie Gamble (eye issues) 

Suzanne Hadley-Himes (cancer) 

Jane Harter 

Tim Huster (cancer) 

Connie Johnson (cancer) 

Jan Jones (health Issues) 

Paula Jones (healing from fall) 

Dale Kiesza (leg operation) 

Nancy Lautzenheiser 

      (colon cancer) 

   

 

   

Serving our Country: 

Phoebe Eutsler (U.S. Army) 

Micah Linger (U.S. Marine Corps 

Corey McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Lissey (cancer) 

Bob Louth, Jr. (prostate health) 

LuAnn (family issues) 

Carol Matthews(Lou Gehrig’s 

disease) 

Tom Menker (cancer) 

David Morris (Zeb) 

Marian Morris (failing health) 

Joan Poling 

Terry Profit (chemotherapy) 

Mallory Rentz (blood clot in brain) 

Marjorie Rhodes 

Derek Sellers (Muscular Dystrophy) 

Julie Sheets (lung cancer) 

Mary Strayer (cancer) 

Bruce Taylor (had a liver transplant) 

Martha Jean Evans Vasquez 

Mike Wolverton 

 

 

Condolences to the family of Dave 

Cook 
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Rev. Thomas Emery 

“Understanding the Three Days in the Grave” 1 Peter 3:19-21 

  Salem Presbyterian Church 
May 17, 2020 

 

Most find that this 1 Peter 3 passage is a tough one to understand with its inferences, and 

scholars have developed different interpretations of what this passage implies. First Peter 

3:19-21 provides a description of events between Christ’s death and resurrection that took 

place while Jesus was in the tomb for three days. One thing agreed by all, is that the 

believer must focus on "faith in the finished works of Jesus Christ" as the foundation of 

our salvation. Unquestionably Jesus died on a cross, spent three days in the grave and 

arose and sits on the Right Hand of God (Hebrews 12:2).   

 

TEACHING POINTS 

 

Point One – Jesus was crucified and died.  

 

Point Two – He spent three days in the grave conducting spiritual activities. 

 

Point Three – Jesus bought us back from Satan. 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY PASSAGE 

 
18 Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners 

to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in 

the Spirit. 19 So he went and preached to the spirits in prison— 20 those who disobeyed 

God long ago when God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat. Only eight 

people were saved from drowning in that terrible flood (1 Peter 3:18-20 NLT). 

 

ACTION POINT 

Hell and paradise are real places that Jesus traveled. Death could not hold Jesus when He 

was put to death “in the flesh but made alive in the Spirit.”  Romans 6:23 says that death 

is the wages of sin, but He never sinned. So, His Spirit remained alive, even after His 

physical death.   Death cannot hold a Spirit Being, as Jesus is God.  The grave has no 

power over those without sin, and it is comforting to know that is why those who are 

Christ’s own will be raised to eternal life. Jesus' righteousness is given to those who 

believe in Him. Death and hell are real. Why not take a moment to finally decide that you 

will make Jesus your Lord and Savior? 
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Special Music 

SHINE, JESUS, SHINE  Crystal Lewis 

Lord the light of Your love is shining  

In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us 

Shine on me 

Shine on me 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine  

Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth Your Word, Lord And let there be light 

 

Lord, I come into Your awesome presence 

From the shadows into Your radiance 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 

Shine on me 

Shine on me 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine  

Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth Your Word, Lord And let there be light 

Shine, Jesus, shine  

Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth Your Word, Lord And let there be light 
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