
  

Salem Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, May 16, 2021, 7th Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery                    Organist: Joyce Morris 

 The flowers are given to the glory of God by Marylin Foust 

 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Prelude 

Lighting the Candles  

Welcome & Prayer 

 

Call to Worship        Psalm 1                                                           479 

 

*Hymn:    Wonderful Words of Life        234            

 

Prayer of Confession: Too often, Lord God, we are hesitant in our 

proclamation of the Gospel, and we seek safe and suitable opportunities to 

speak of our faith. Too often, Lord God, we are half-hearted in our service; 

reluctant to stand out from the crowd or to attract criticism. Too often, Lord 

God, we live as if dependent wholly on our own resources, relying on our 

perceived skills and modest insights. Forgive the poverty of our efforts and the 

frailty of our faith, and open wide our hearts and minds to the presence of our 

Risen Jesus Christ. We pray in the Name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  (Let us now 

have a moment of silence to offer our personal prayers of confession). 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Response          Glory Be to the Father              Inside Front Cover 

 

Joys & Concerns of the Church 

Prayers of the People 

 

Prayer Response  The Lord’s Prayer 

     

Scripture Readings  John 17:6-19          985 

    *Acts 1:12-26          991 

    1 John 5:9-13      1112 

 

 

Hymn:    Now Thank We All Our God         18    

    

Sermon:        “How to Make Godly Decisions”         Rev. Thomas Emery 

 

*Apostle’s Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Catholic Church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

Offertory – ushers will receive our tithes and offerings  

*Response            Praise God                     Inside Front Cover 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  

      

*Hymn:                      Diadem     Welsh Hymnal, 13    

 

*Taking the Light into the World   

 

*Charge and Benediction 

*Congregational Response  Three Fold Amen            Inside Back Cover 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Financial Update of Minimum Budget Needs: 

 

 

Needed Weekly:   $2,108.38  Needed to Date:   $40,059.25  

Rec’d 2021-05-09:   $2,132.00  Rec’d to Date:   $50,996.94  

      



Sunday:         05-16-21 

    9:30 AM                Worship (nursery with Toby & Elizabeth Adkin) 

                                  Pentecost Offering [Channel 44:1] 

      10:45 AM                Session Meeting 

 

Tuesday:         05-18-21 

    7:00 PM                Women’s Bible Study at Pamela Beamer’s house, address is   

                                  650 Golden Oaks Dr, #27 in Van Wert 

 

Sunday:         05-23-21 

    9:30 AM                Worship (nursery with Tyler & Morgan McConnell) 

                                  Communion 

 

Tuesday:         05-25-21 

    7:00 PM                Women’s Bible Study 

 

Sunday:         05-30-21 

    9:30 AM                Worship (nursery with Bob & Kathy McCollow) 

                                  Veterans’ recognition in church service 

 

Monday:        05-31-21 

     11:00 AM               Memorial Service in Memorial Park 

 

Announcements: 

 

This week the Women’s Bible Study will be meeting on Tuesday at 7 pm. 

 

Please take photos and contribute recipes, thoughts, and ideas for the June 

newsletter. Submit them to secretary@salemchurch.cc. 

 

Upcoming Birthdays 

16th Chance Mosier  17th Mary Jane Haines 17th Delayna Profit  

17th Stacia Profit  18th Ione Owens  19th Holden Price 

22nd Dawson Kimmet 23rd Carolyn Girod  25th Taylor Hoehn 

      

Upcoming Anniversaries 

19th Bart & Rosemary Strick  20th Mark & Missy Zielke 
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Prayer Concerns:   

Kaitie Adams (recovering from surgery) Condolences to the families of: 

Barry Coil (stroke)   Clint Mosier, Naomi “Jane” Mason,         

Kathy Comer   and Linda Girod   

Marjorie Eutsler     

Denny Febus (cancer) 

Inara Febus (Lou Gehrig’s disease) 

Nikki Ford (surgery & funds for surgery) 

Stephanie Gamble (eye issues)                        

Suzanne Hadley-Himes (recurrent cancer)  

Dale Kiesza (leg operation)  

Ann King (cancer) 

Nancy Lautzenheiser (colon cancer) 

LuAnn (family issues) 

John & Mary Ellen Lloyd 

Donald Martin 

Carol Matthews (Lou Gehrig’s disease) 

Byron Mohr 

David Morris (Zeb) 

Marian Morris  

Judy Jones Muhn (health issues) 

Ione Owens 

Steve Peters (surgery & recovery) 

Paul & Doris Price 

Marjorie Rhodes 

Mary Rigdon 

Reddington Rothgeb (leukemia) 

Shalia Schomaeker 

Derek Sellers (Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy) 

Betty Tennant 

Harold & Rosa Wollenhaupt 

Raymond Young 

The area Nursing Homes and their residents 

 

Serving Our Country 

Gyer Blackmore (U.S. Army) 

Dillon Ellerbrock (U.S. Marine Corps) 

Butch Eutsler (U.S. Army) 

Phoebe Eutsler (U.S. Army) 

Micah Linger (U.S. Marine Corps) 

Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard) 
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Rev. Thomas Emery  

“How to Make Godly Decisions” Acts 1:15-26 

  Salem Presbyterian Church 

May 16, 2021 

For the disciples, the period between the ascension and Pentecost was a time of waiting, 

but not of idleness. It was a time of prayer, and it also was a time of searching for a 

replacement for Judas. In our passage, we have the first speech in Acts. Like most of the 

speeches in this Book, it is probably only a summary of what Peter said. Nevertheless, 

behind Luke’s report, we can catch the original attitudes of the apostle. 

TEACHING POINTS 

 

First. When making a decision, go to prayer first. 

 

Second. In times of indecision, sometimes in life, we need just to decide. 

 

Third. Faith demands decision and action. 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY PASSAGE 

 

“So now we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the men who were with us 

the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus (Acts 1:21 NLT). 

 

ACTION POINT 

It is characteristic of Luke that he should mention their meeting for prayer. Prayer was 

apparently something that Peter saw as most important. There are three significant things 

that we should notice in this connection: first, it was the practice of the early Christians to 

pray. As prayer had characterized the life of Jesus, so, too, it did the lives of His 

followers. Prayer always meets with a response. Second, in developing that point, Luke 

emphasized the disciples’ persistence in prayer. Third, their praying together was an 

expression of the unity that was a feature of the early church - they all joined together. 

Their praying maintained their unity. No wonder they triumphed over the Roman Empire; 

you build a healthy church of God when unified by a shared purpose, centered in constant 

prayer, and driven by a selfless devotion to God. Who could stop such men and women? 

They couldn't be halted then, and they can't be stopped now. Would you care to join their 

number?   
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