Salem Presbyterian Church
Sunday, July 25, 2021, 9th Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Emery Pianist: Lexie Greer
“Flowers given in honor of David” from the Owens family
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Prelude
Lighting the Candles
Welcome & Prayer

Call to Worship Psalm 14 485
*Hymn: Take Time to Be Holy 376

Prayer of Confession: Merciful God, we hear the story of David and wonder
how he could so abuse his power—serving his own interests in such a selfish
way. Jesus used his power—serving, healing and nurturing others. Forgive us
when our actions reflect those of David more than those of Jesus. David
demonstrated how things can get out of contfrol when God's rules are not
followed, while Jesus demonstrates how God's power can bring peace even
into the stormiest situations. Forgive us the times when we have yielded to the
temptation of feeding our own interests to the detriment of others around us.
We pray that we may be powerfully strengthened by the Holy Spirit to witness
to Jesus’ love and compassion in and through all we do and say. We ask
these things in Jesus’ Name. (Let us now have a moment of silence to offer
our personal prayers of confession).

Assurance of Pardon

Response Glory Be to the Father Inside Front Cover
Joys & Concerns of the Church

Prayers of the People

Prayer Response The Lord’s Prayer

*2 Samuel 11:1-15 281
John 6:1-21 971
Ephesians 3:14-21 1065

Scripture Readings

Time for Children

Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy 70
Sermon “God Knows Everything in Our Lives” Rev. Thomas Emery

*Apostle’s Creed: | believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Offertory prayer

*Response Praise God Inside Front Cover
*Prayer of Dedication

* Hymn: How Great Thou Art 37
*Taking the Light intfo the World

*Charge and Benediction
*Congregational Response Three Fold Amen
*Those who are able are invited to stand.
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Financial Update:

Needed Weekly: $2,108.38 Needed to Date: $61,143.07
Rec'd 07-18-21: $1,950.00 Rec'd to Date: $76,363.06



Sunday: 07-25-21

9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Todd & Jayne Morris)
Sunday: 08-01-21
9:30 AM Worship (nursery with Gwenda Blackmore)
Sunday: 08-08-21
9:30 AM Worship with Gideons (nursery with Mark
& Missy Zielke

Pastor off (Guest speaker Dave Hoose)

Summer Announcements:

Vacation Bible School is July 27-28th, 9:00 to 11:30 AM.

First United Methodist Church is hosting through July the on-going Van
Wert County-Wide Prayer Meeting. The next meeting is at noon, Thursday,
July 29th at 113 West Central Ave., Van Wert, Ohio.

The 2021 Gymanfa Ganu is on Labor Day Sunday, September 5th. The meal
begins at 4:30 PM and the singing begins at 7 PM. Kevin Fancher will be
the Conductor.

The 2021 Drive Your Tractor to Church / Blessing of the Harvest (with a
potluck lunch) is on September 19.

Please take photos and contribute recipes, thoughts, and ideas for the
August newsletter. Submit them fo secretary@salemchurch.cc.

Upcoming Birthdays
25t Kent McClure 26™ Brent Price 29t Heather McClure
29t Doug Strickler 31st Kristyn Jones 31st Zach Wise

Upcoming Anniversaries
25" David & Nancy Jo Breese 27t Jeff & Kelly Lioyd

Venedocia, Ohio | July 25, 2021
P.O.Box 678, Venedocia, OH 45894 | 419-667-4142

www.SalemChurch.cc | secretary@salemchurch.cc
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Prayer Concerns:
Kaitie Adams (recovering from surgery)

Barry Coll (stroke)

Kathy Comer

Marjorie Eutsler

Deb Fair

Nikki Ford (surgery & funds for surgery)
Shana Fryer

Stephanie Gamble (eye issues)

Suzanne Hadley-Himes (recurrent cancer)
Jerry & Elizabeth Holscher

Dale Kiesza (leg operation)

Ann King (cancer)

Nancy Lautzenheiser (colon cancer)
LUANN (family issues)

John & Mary Ellen Lloyd

Carol Matthews (Lou Gehrig’s disease)
Byron Mohr

David Moirris (Zeb)

Marian Morris

Judy Jones Muhn (health issues)

Steve Peters (surgery & recovery)

Paul & Doris Price

Greg Richards

Marjorie Rhodes

Reddington Rothgeb (leukemia)

Shalia Schomaeker

Derek Sellers (Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy)
Stacy Smith (Covid)

Betty Tennant

Harold & Rosa Wollenhaupt

The area Nursing Homes and their residents

Serving Our Country

Gyer Blackmore (U.S. Army)

Dillon Ellerbrock (U.S. Marine Corps)
Butch Eutsler (U.S. Army)

Phoebe Eutsler (U.S. Army)

Micah Linger (U.S. Marine Corps)
Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard)

Condolences:
To the family of Linda Lifesey

Prayer Concerns:
Kaitie Adams (recovering from surgery)

Barry Coll (stroke)

Kathy Comer

Marjorie Eutsler

Deb Fair

Nikki Ford (surgery & funds for surgery)
Shana Fryer

Stephanie Gamble (eye issues)

Suzanne Hadley-Himes (recurrent cancer)
Jerry & Elizabeth Holscher

Dale Kiesza (leg operation)

Ann King (cancer)

Nancy Lautzenheiser (colon cancer)
LUANN (family issues)

John & Mary Ellen Lloyd

Carol Matthews (Lou Gehrig's disease)
Byron Mohr

David Moirris (Zeb)

Marian Morris

Judy Jones Muhn (health issues)

Steve Peters (surgery & recovery)

Paul & Doris Price

Greg Richards

Marjorie Rhodes

Reddington Rothgeb (leukemia)

Shalia Schomaeker

Derek Sellers (Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy)
Stacy Smith (Covid)

Betty Tennant

Harold & Rosa Wollenhaupt

The area Nursing Homes and their residents

Serving Our Country

Gyer Blackmore (U.S. Army)

Dillon Ellerbrock (U.S. Marine Corps)
Butch Eutsler (U.S. Army)

Phoebe Eutsler (U.S. Army)

Micah Linger (U.S. Marine Corps)
Cory McCollow (U.S. Coast Guard)

Condolences:
To the family of Linda Lifesey



Rev. Thomas Emery
“God Knows Everything in Our Lives” 2 Samuel 11:1-15
Salem Presbyterian Church
July 25, 2021

We can be thankful that the Bible is brutally honest about the people whose stories it
tells. Earlier David was portrayed as a new Joshua/Caleb who fearlessly defeats Israel’s
intimidating enemies. But now he turns into a new Samson when he sees an attractive
woman and allows lust to enslave him. Further, David looks very Saul-like when he
thinks God isn’t looking and tries to get away with his sin. We wonder in the plot, will
David’s desire be fatal, as it was for Samson? Will the Lord reject David, as he rejected
Saul? As the story unfolds, we discover that the answer is “no” in both cases. But, it is a
story that repeats itself each generation among public officials and religious figures.

TEACHING POINTS

FIRST POINT — We choose between Christlikeness and evil.
SECOND POINT - We are accountable to God for the way we live our lives.

THIRD POINT — God shows us how to break the cycle of sin.

THIS WEEK’S KEY PASSAGE

Y Uriah replied, “The Ark and the armies of Israel and Judah are living in tents, and
Joab and my master’s men are camping in the open fields. How could I go home to wine

and dine and sleep with my wife? I swear that I would never do such a thing” (2 Samuel
11:11 NLT).

ACTION POINT

The lessons in all this are simple but hard. First, the Devil is close at hand tempting us.
That’s true whether it is a young child who grows comfortable with lying or an adult who
acts out sexually. Second, the Devil is not so hard to overcome. Speak up to him saying
“no,” and you’ll be surprised how he flees from you. David’s lack of struggle with the
Devil meant that others got hurt seriously. However, the account shows us that there is
hope for David as well as for you and me that God isn’t finished with us yet!
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